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COMMUNITY SAFETY PERFORMANCE REPORT

1. SUMMARY

The performance report [attached at Appendix A] details performance relating to 
levels of crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB).
       
2. RECOMMENDATION

That the attached report, which was discussed by the Dartford & Gravesham 
Community Safety Partnership on the 11 June 2015, be noted.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1 This report has been produced for the Community Safety Partnership 
(CSP) and details performance in relation to levels of crime and 
disorder and anti-social behaviour (ASB) recorded in Dartford and 
Gravesham for the financial year period of April 2014 to March 2015 
and compares them against anticipated crime levels, as provided by 
Kent Police. The report is provided for Members’ information.

3.2 Members are considering a document that has already been discussed 
and approved by the main Community Safety Partnership on 11 June 
2015.

3.3 The CSP questioned what could be done to improve Dartford’s position 
against other areas of Kent, and also sought explanation given that 
nearly half of the crime types had seen higher levels recorded than 
anticipated. In addition the Dartford and Gravesham CSP’s ranking in 
our ‘Most Similar Group’ (see 1.2.4 on page 2 of appendix A) has 
improved from 14th position in 2013-14 to 13th in 2014-15. The CSP 
was advised as follows.

3.4 Following the HMIC inspection into crime recording practices that was 
carried out in 2013 at the behest of the Kent Police & Crime 
Commissioner (PCC); Kent Police has the highest accuracy for 
recording crime nationally. HMIC carried out reviews of recording 
practices in other Forces between February and August 2014; and as 
other police forces adopt the same recording practices (now known as 
the ‘Kent Test’), it is likely that other areas will in turn see similar 
increases in their levels of recorded crime.

3.5 The anticipated crime figures are calculated from five years’ worth of 
recorded crime and are used to avoid target driven performance that 
focuses on only a previous year’s crime. Instead reducing risk and 
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harm are now the key drivers for performance, and this was the 
message disseminated to the public by Kent Police.

3.6 Members are invited to consider the report. Representatives of the 
CSU and Kent Police will be available to respond to Members’ 
questions.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

Safer Communities – To create a safer Borough in which to live, work 
and socialise. SC2 – Reduce anti-social behaviour. 

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments

Financial Implications None arising from this report

Legal Implications None specifically

Staffing Implications None arising from this report

Administrative Implications None arising from this report

Risk Assessment Any reduction or withdrawal of service would 
have a negative impact on crime and disorder 
within the Borough.

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

A - CSP Performance Report (May 2015)
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